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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This office action is in response to comnnunication filed on 12/27/07. 



2. 



Claims 34-63 are pending and are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 34-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hogan (5,699,528 hereinafter Hogan). 

With respect to claims 34, Hogan teaches a process for electronically presenting 
bills (Figures 4-1 1 ). Receiving billing information associated with a bill of a biller (i.e. the 
payors receive billing information associated from the plurality of billers)(Figures 4, 7, 10 
and 1 1 ); transmitting a presentation comprising in a first portion of a single screen, a bill 
of a biller including at least one of a total amount, due date and a minimum amount due, 
and a payment due date (Figure 4). 

With respect to in a second portion of the single screen, displaying a pre- 
populated payment date derived from the payment due date of the bill and a pre- 
populated payment amount derived from at least one of the total amount due or the 
minimum amount due on the bill. Hogan teaches that when the user clicks on another 
date and/or allowed partial, the system on the same single screen allows the payor to 
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enter a payment date and/or installments payments as authorized by the biller based on 
the due payment of the bill and the payment due date. Hogan is silent as to displaying 
a pre-populated payment date or pre-populated minimum amount due. The Examiner 
wants to point out that since Hogan teaches that the another date payment date and the 
allowed partial payments have to be authorized by the biller then it would make sense in 
the system of Hogan to have included the pre-populating the allowed information in 
order to avoid the user for entering a date or payment installments not authorize by the 
biller. 

Claim 38 further recites that the displayed bill payment information includes a 
periodic payment area for displaying a periodicity at which further payments of the 
displayed payment amount are to be made after the displayed payment date. Since 
Hogan teaches the biller authorizing the partial payments that are allowed to be made 
on the account then it would have been obvious to have included periodic payments, 
which provide repetitive fixed amounts in order for the payors to know the payment 
partial payment amount that is expected every payment date. 

With respect to claims 42-43, Hogan further teaches that the displayed bill 
payment information includes a payee area for displaying a payee name, and further 
comprising receiving a user command identifying a biller (i.e. the user clicks/identify the 
biller)(Figure 1 0); and automatically displaying a name of the identified biller as the 
payee name in the payee area (i.e. the biller identified will be the one displayed)(Figure 
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11); wherein tlie bill and the bill payment information are displayed in response to the 
identification of the biller)(Figures 10-11). 

With respect to claims 46 and 51, Hogan teaches a system for electronically 
presenting bills authorizing payment (Abstract). A display configured to present in a first 
portion of a single screen, a bill of a biller including at least one of a total amount due 
and a minimum amount due and a payment due date (Figure 4), and in a second 
portion of the single screen, bill payment information including a payment date area for 
displaying a payment date, a payment amount area for displaying a payment amount 
(Figure 4), and a payment authorization indicator for authorizing payment of the 
displayed payment amount on the displayed payment date (see Figure 4, item 41 1); an 
input device for activating the payment authorization indicator (see Figure 4, 41 1); and a 
processor for generating a message to authorize payment on the displayed payment 
amount on the displayed payment date based on the activation of the payment 
authorization indicator (i.e. a message is sent authorizing the payment based on the 
user's selection)(see figure 4). 

With respect to claim 50, Hogan further teaches that the displayed bill payment 
information includes a listing of the selected periods (See figure 4); the input device is 
further configured to receive a user selection of one of the listed selectable periods (see 
figures 4, 7 and 10); the bill payment area includes a payment period area for displaying 
the selected period (see figure 10); the processor is further configured to generate the 



Application/Control Number: 09/892,628 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3622 

message to authorize payment of tlie displayed payment amount on tlie displayed 
payment date and thereafter at the displayed selected period based on the activation of 
the payment authorization indicator (i.e. the user selects the due date of the bill 
amounts that he or she wants to pay and a message is sent authorizing the 
payment)(see Figure 11). 

With respect to the displayed bill payment information including a periodic 
payment area for displaying a periodicity at which further payments of the displayed 
payment amount are to be made after the displayed payment date. Since Hogan 
teaches the biller and payor/subscriber authorizing the partial payments that are allowed 
to be made then it would have been obvious to have included periodic payments, which 
provide repetitive fixed amounts in order for the payors to know the payment partial 
payment amount that is expected every payment date. 

With respect to claims 41 and 53, Hogan teaches the input device is further 
configured to receive a user command to change the displayed payment date to a 
modified payment date (i.e. the user can change the date to another date)(see Figure 
4, item 407); the processor is further configured to automatically generate an instruction 
to change the displayed payment date to the modified payment date, based on the user 
change command (i.e. when the user chooses another date the display will be modified 
so that the user can enter a new date)(see Figure 4). 
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With respect to claim 54, Hogan furtlier teaclies tliat tlie displayed bill payment 
information includes a payee area for displaying a payee name, and further comprising 
receiving a user command identifying a biller (i.e. the user clicks/identify the 
biller)(Figure 1 0); and automatically displaying a name of the identified biller as the 
payee name in the payee area (i.e. the biller identified will be the one displayed)(Figure 
11); wherein the bill and the bill payment information are displayed in response to the 
identification of the biller)(Figures 10-11). 

Claims 35-37, 47, 48, 56 further recite that the payment date pre-dates the 
displayed payment due date by an amount of time corresponding to a time period for 
making payment in a particular manner is automatically displayed initially in the 
payment date area as the payment date. Hogan teaches that the bill is posted and sent 
as the bill information concerning the subscriber is received and the customer can pay 
the bill as soon as the bill is received then the payment date pre-dates the due date of 
the bill(see col. 5, lines 53-61 and Figure 4). Hogan does not specifically teach that the 
payment date corresponds to a time period for making payment in a particular manner. 
Official notice is taken that it is old and well known in bill paying for billers to specify a 
time period where they no longer will receive checks but where the only payments 
accepted will be money orders or cash in order to avoid prolonging the time period of 
payment. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to have included the payment period to corresponds to a time 
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period for nnal<ing a payment in a particular manner in order to obtain tlie above 
mentioned advantage. 

Claim 39 further recites an indicator indicating that the displayed payment 
amount has been paid. Official notice is taken that it is old and well known to indicate or 
display an indication that a bill has been paid. For example, when a person makes a 
deposit or payment through an ATM a display or print out is received showing that the 
transaction was completed. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of Applicant's invention to have included an indicator that the 
displayed amount has been paid in order to obtain the above mentioned advantage. 

Claims 40, 45, 52 further recite that the displayed information is displayed in a 
format of a check and that a cancelled check stamp indicate that the displayed amount 
has been paid. Hogan teaches on figure 4 item 409 that the customer can opt to pay 
with a checking account. Hogan is silent as the details of the display when the checking 
account is selected and indication when the check has been paid. Nevertheless, it 
would make sense if paying with a check to change the display because such a 
modification would allow the customer to interact with a display that he or she is familiar 
with. An indication of or cancelled check stamp is old and well known to assure the 
customer that the check has been paid. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to have included a check 
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stamp indicating tliat tlie cliecl< lias been paid in order to obtain tlie above mentioned 
advantage. 

Claim 44 furtlier recite a portion associated witli tlie displayed bill, another 
portion corresponding to advertisements and another portion associated with customer 
care. Hogan teaches a portion associated with the displayed bill and customer care 
such as grievance(see Figure 4). Hogan does not specifically teach a portion 
associated with advertisements. Official notice is taken that it is old and well known in 
bill payments to send advertisements with bills to induce the customers to make 
purchases. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to have included including a portion of the bill to include 
advertisements in order to achieve the above mentioned advantage. 

With respect to claim 49, Hogan further teaches that the first type payment mode 
is payment by check and the second type payment mode is payment by electronic fund 
transfer (see Figure 4, item 41 1 ). 

Claim 57 further recites the displayed bill payment information including a 
periodic payment area for displaying a periodicity at which further payments of the 
displayed payment amount are to be made after the displayed payment date. Since 
Hogan teaches the biller authorizing the partial payments that are allowed to be made 
on the account then it would have been obvious to have included periodic payments. 
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which provide repetitive fixed amounts in order for the payors to l<now the payment 
partial payment amount that is expected every payment date 

Claim 58 further recites an indicator indicating that the displayed payment 
amount has been paid. Official notice is taken that it is old and well known to indicate or 
display an indication that a bill has been paid. For example, when a person makes a 
deposit or payment through an ATM a display or print out is received showing that the 
transaction was completed. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of Applicant's invention to have included an indicator that the 
displayed amount has been paid in order to obtain the above mentioned advantage. 

Claim 59 further recites that the displayed information is displayed in a format of 
a check and that a cancelled check stamp indicate that the displayed amount has been 
paid. Hogan teaches on figure 4 item 409 that the customer can opt to pay with a 
checking account. Hogan is silent as the details of the display when the checking 
account is selected and indication when the check has been paid. Nevertheless, it 
would make sense if paying with a check to change the display because such a 
modification would allow the customer to interact with a display that he or she is familiar 
with. An indication of or cancelled check stamp is old and well known to assure the 
customer that the check has been paid. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to have included a check 



Application/Control Number: 09/892,628 
Art Unit: 3622 



Page 10 



stamp indicating tliat tlie cliecl< lias been paid in order to obtain tlie above mentioned 
advantage. 

Witli respect to claim 60, Hogan furtlier teaclies tliat the bill payment information 
includes a payee area for displaying a payee name (see Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 61 , Hogan further teaches a selectable biller list including a 
plurality of billers (See Figure 1 0). 

Claim 62 further recite a portion associated with the displayed bill, another 
portion corresponding to advertisements and another portion associated with customer 
care. Hogan teaches a portion associated with the displayed bill and customer care 
such as grievance(see Figure 4). Hogan does not specifically teach a portion 
associated with advertisements. Official notice is taken that it is old and well known in 
bill payments to send advertisements with bills to induce the customers to make 
purchases. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to have included including a portion of the bill to include 
advertisements in order to achieve the above mentioned advantage. 

Claims 55 and 63 further recites that the displayed information is displayed in a 
format of a check. Hogan teaches on figure 4 item 409 that the customer can opt to pay 
with a checking account. Hogan is silent as the details of the display when the checking 
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account is selected. Nevertlieless, it would make sense if paying with a check to 
change the display because such a modification would allow the customer to interact 
with a display that he or she is familiar with. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to have included displayed 
information is displayed in a format of a check in order to obtain the above mentioned 
advantage. 

Response to Arguments 

5. The 101 rejection has been withdrawn. 

6. With respect to presenting all the information on first and second portion of a 
single screen. The Examiner wants to point out that a computer monitor contains a 
single screen, the single screen having different displaying areas. Since in Hogan, the 
user is using a computer screen to display various billing information and the various 
billing information is displayed on different areas of the single computer screen then it 
meets the limitation of a single screen having different portions. According to Applicant's 
arguments, the Examiner assumes that Applicant wants to claim displaying the 
information on a single window. If that's the case. Applicant must claim it as such and 
must show support for the limitation in the specification in order for the Examiner to 
consider the limitation. 

7. With respect to the newly amended feature of pre-populated payment date 
derived from the payment due date of the bill and pre-populated amount derived from 
the total amount due, these arguments are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 
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8. With respect to dependent claims 38, 50 and 57, Applicant argues that Hogan 
doesn't teach a periodicity at which payments are to be made, these arguments are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

9. With respect to dependent claims 43, 54 and 61 , Applicant argues that Hogan 
doesn't teach displaying on a single screen selectable biller list including a plurality of 
bills. The Examiner wants to point out again that a computer monitor contains a single 
screen, the single screen having different displaying areas. Since in Hogan, the user is 
using a computer screen to display various billing information and the various billing 
information is displayed on different areas of the single computer screen then it meets 
the limitation of a single screen having different portions. According to Applicant's 
arguments, the Examiner assumes that Applicant wants to claim displaying the 
information on a single window but this is not being claimed. Applicant needs to amend 
the claims to include the display being in a same window if that's the case and needs to 
show support for it in the specification. 

10. With respect to claims 41 and 53, Applicant argues that Hogan doesn't teach 
changing the payment date to a modified payment date. The Examiner wants to point 
out that col. 6, lines 40-45 clearly teaches that if "Another Date option is selected, 
server computer 160 prompts the subscriber to enter a future date as the payment 
date" , the future date being the modified date as claimed. 

11. With respect to the Official Notice taken pertaining to claim 35-37, 47, 48 and 56, 
The Examiner wants to point out that since it is so well known for the payment dates 
accepted by billers to correspond to a time period for making payment in a particular 
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manner is so well known prior to Applicant's invention that a reference is not deemed 
necessary. For example, for years insurance companies and the like will not accept 
checks from a customer if the payment is close to their cancellation date because they 
want to avoid extending coverage in case that the check doesn't have sufficient funds. 
The Examiner wants to further point out that a proper challenge to the Official Notice 
has to at least cast reasonable doubt on the fact taken notice of. See MPEP 2144.03 
where In re Boon is mentioned. 

12. With respect to claims 40, 45, 52, 55, 59 and 63, The Examiner wants to point 
out that it is old and well known to display a format of a check or virtual representation 
of a payment in order for the user to visualize a real life example that they can 
recognize and will feel comfortable with and therefore if the user is paying with a check 
in the system of Hogan, it would make sense for the display to be a representation of 
the real thing. 

Point of contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raquel Alvarez whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6715. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric w. Stamber can be reached on (571)272-6724. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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